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| Deut.29-1. Theſe arc the Iworas of the Covenant Which the Lord com- 

| | mauaed /Uoſes to make with the children of 1ſrael, in the land of 
| AMeab, befide the Covenant which be maar with them in Hareb, 


| 2 Chron. 15.15. And all Pudth rejojeed at the Oath, for they had (worn 
With all thtir beart, and (ought kim with their whole arfire, and he 
was fonn4 of them;, and the Lord gave them reſt rourd about. 


(The Duty of a People that have Renewecd| 


| 
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The Duty of a People that have 
Renewed their Covenant. 


—_ 


ſoib. 24.22,23. And Foſbuch ſaid unto the People, ye ave Witneſſes againſt your ſelues, 
that you beve choſen you the ay to ſerve bim;aud m ſaid, We are Winefſes, 

Ter. 23, Now therefore pt awey, ſaid be, the range gods which are among y0us and in- 
cline your beart to the LORD Godof Iſrael, 


N this Chapter we have (parallel to what we have this day ſeen) 
an Hiſtory deſcribing to us a Renewal of the Covenant between 
God and his People of Iſrael, Joſhuah, a godly and faithfull Go- 
vcrnour, ſtanding on Gods part, andtranſaQting with the People 
in his Name. In this TranſaQtion I obſerve, 

1. The Circumſtances of the Time wherein it was done, which are 
noted, Chap.23: viz, 

1 It was after ſuch time as God had piven his People of Iſrael reſt in the 
land of Canaan, v. 1. He had in his Providence given being to his Pro- 
miſe made to thcir Fathers': Hence I note, That Gods gracious fulfil. 
ing of Covcnant with his People, is an obligation upon them to Renew 
Covenant with him. 

2+ Jt was when Joſhuah was now waxed old, v. 1. and was now rea- 
dy to leave the world, v. 14+ he could not expe to continue much lon: 
ger among them; whence obſerve, That it is the care of Godly and 
zealous Rulers when they arc to be gone, to leave Religion in as ſafe 
and hopefull a way as poflibly they can. Joſhuah takes care to leave 
the People under the ſtrongeſt tye pollible ro continue faithiul in the 
Scrvice of God. 

3. It was while the People were yet ſtanding in a good eſtate, and 
Religion in its glory, ard not under decayes, v.S. eleave ro the Lord your 
God, asye bave done to this day. It was one of the beſt Generations of this 
People: andthen it inſtruas os. That there are other occaſions of Re- 
newing of Covcnant beſides RR : It may be done for keeping out 
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2 ' | The duty of « People 


as yell a3 thruſting out $n, and that eſpecially is hours. of Temptation, 
. when rhere are Canganites in. the {and.- Avi it may be done to oblige. 
our ſclvesto a gratefull acknowledgement of Gods faithfulneſs to us, & 
to'bcan engaging bond on usto be faichfull to Him : as this was here. 

2. The place whicre this great affair was tranſaQ&cd, noted in this 
Chapter, v. 1. in Shechew, 5.e. in the place where the SanQtuary was ſet 
up,it was the place of publick worſhip, where theTribes were at that time 
appointed te hold rheir general Solemnityes, as appears v. 26. noting 
the ſolemnity of this duty, that it ought to be performed asin the pre- 
ſence of God. ; | 

3. Tac Subjeas engaged in this great work, v. 1. All the Tribes, i.e... 
the whole Church which was then national, or all thoſe who were by 
the will of Go4 to tranfatt in rhoſe affairs, vis. alt the Males of age. 
Th-re were not only the Heads of the People, though Joſhua ſent tor 
themfirſt, as is m:ntioned in the former chapter : probably, by them :o 
Prepare the People for this work : but the Congregation were met tos 
£eticr in this engagement | 

4. The'{Inficuatiuns and Argumgnts by which Joſhua leadvthe Peo- 
pleto it, viz- 

t. A pithy commemoration, or brief rcherſal of Gods mercifull 
Providences conferred on this People in all their Generations, from the 
tim? of Abrabams bcing called out of his Country unto that day : from 
v.2.t0-14. Therc is nothing fitter to win upon an ingenious ſpirit, then 
the remembrance of great and long cortinued kindneſſes. 

2. A ſolemn word of Exhortation drawn from the prementiened 
Conſideration, in v. 14. Exhortations come with the greatcft cflicacy, . 
when the heart is ſoreprepared for them by engaging the affettions. 

3. A probationary permitllion, conneQed with s {crious proteſtation, 
v.15. All Temptations anJ tryals thatare put to men are nat(infull, 
God himſelf makes uſe of thera often in Scripture. And this here (as it 
was intended) draws from the people a nioſt carneſt proteilation, with a 
ſall approbation of the forceited Arguments, v. 16, 17,18. 

4- Farther to confirm them, and render them the inore ſcrious in 
what they did, he adds a word of caution, declaring and explaining how 
awfull a thing it was far ſinfull man to have to doc in a way of C ovenant 
with God, v. 19.20. Joſhuah's {cope in this was not in any wiſe to dif 
courage them in what they were doing, but only to render them 
the inore ſolemn and ſerious in . # they did, it was; that he 
might obriatc an) preycntany raſhneſs and indeliberation in this | a 
CECCIND) , 


that have rene\ved their Covenant: 3 


. proceedingzand to let them throughly underſtand the matter they were 
_ that ſo they might not trifle with the Almighty : and omg 
is, our vain and hypocritical hearts necd all incentives to make them ſe- 
rious in theſe matters. 

5- We have the TranſaQion it ſelf, or the renewal of Cgyenant after 
they {were thus in a good meaſure prepared for it,where we may oblerve, 

1. The profeſſed ſetled reſolution of the people to {and faſt by 
this Engagement, the molt mature deliberation, ver-2 1. and this 
was the very thing that Joſhuah bad becnlabouring in. in all rhe forc- 
going procels, that he might bring them to a ſetled, and ifit mightbc, 
unmoveable concluſion ab: ut it. 

2. Joſhuahs obtcftation, or clallenging of them as witneſſes againſt 
themſelves,together with their declared aſſent unto the Truth ofit v.22. 


3- The charge which hcreupon he layes upon them, ver.23. every. 


Covenant carryesa'ong with it a ſtrong bond to duty, and hence this 
charge is anſwered by a ſolemn I on their parc, ver 24, they 
make a promiſe that they will thus do. 

4. Wehaye a declaration of this toamount to an entring into Cove- 
nant, ver.25. So Joſhua made a Covenant. So, i. C. according to the 
mode or manner before expreſſed, viz. by bringing them to a irec pro- 
feſlion of their ſubjeQtiaon to God, | | 

5- There is a _— made, and a monument erected df this En- 
gagement, vcr.26,27. 

God and his People ought to be kept on File, to be a witneſs of his fa- 
your, anc their duty. 

Thele things being thus iſſued, now Joſhuah hath ſerved his Genera- 
tion, done the work he had lying on his hand, and ſo dyes. 

The order of our Tcxt hath been thus diſplayed, and the parts of it 
we ſce are two. 

1. ſoſhua?s obteſtation of this People, or his introducing themſelves 
as witneſſes againſt themſelves, together with their reacy aſcnr ro it - 
this People having covenanted and promiſed he then plainly expounc's 


to them what they have dore, and they freely confcls it : a People 


tranſaQing in a Covenant with God, ought to be well inforn:cd in that 
which they do. | 
2. foſhua*s charge giien tkem upon it; the force of which charge is 
drain from the precedent Argument,and ſtrongly argued from thence, 
mw therefore : q. d, now more thenever it concerns you to be {ollicitous 
about this duty, The worc's intimate three things to us, vi2. 
A 3 1, What 


hoſe ſolemn TranſaQtions that have paſt between - 
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The Duty of « People 

1. What is done by a People in their Renewing of Covenant ? 
they doe deliberately STC God, and ſtrongly oblige themſclycs to 
ſerve him. The word in our Text tranſlated Cooſen,and the thing it ſelf 
viz. Chaſing, doc ſignific a carcfull Eletion upon good tryal and expe: 
rience we have had of athing , and ſerving the Lord, intends both wor - 
ſhipping and obeying of him, and is theretore by the Septuagine tran: 
ſlated indifferently by (Latrenein & dowlewein) 

2. That firong and awfull obligation under which men doe put 
themſelves by this Solemnity : they doe hereby center themlelyes wit- 
neſſes againſt themſelves : i e. this a of theirs will bea particular 
and unZcniable evidence againſt them, when God ſhall cer into Judg- 
ment with thery, if they ſhould after they have done this,decline trom 
their Profefion, and ſo depart from God. 

3. What it is that God expedts a People ſhould now doe aſter ſuch 
a Solemnity, i. e. They muſt forſake their Sins : this is intimates in ihe 
charge given them, co put away their falſe gods. Now the obj-& of every 
Lut is a falſe god, that which ſteals away a mans heart, and is purtucd 
with his moſt eager deſires, that is an Idol. AnJ they muſt quicken 
themſelves up to Qbedience, they muſt enceavour to be more hearty 
and more ative then ever they had been in the Service of Gol : for 
that is to encline their bears to the Lord God of Iſ»41d. 

It I ſhould undertake the diſtin doQrinal handling oftheſe things, 
thetime would fail me, and I ſhould commit a treſpaſs upon your Pati- 
ence: I ſhall therefore only improve them at preſent by way of Exhor- 
tation. as they may be uſcfull to the preſent occaſion 

Unto you therefore of this Church anJ People of Gad, who (by the 
help and grace of God) have put your ſclves upon 4 freth remembrance 
of your ſacred Covenant, and renewed the ſolemn engagement of your 
ſelves to God, and une to another, Let me ſay thus _— 


As it is a good and commendable, f it is a great and weighty work - 


you have bin about, an thereupon calls for mich (crious atter conſi- 
deration- Itis a great duty incumbent on you, to keep this Cayes work 


in mind, and to apply your hearts untoit. [ know nothing of more. 
weight and ſolcmnity to urge upon your hearts then what Joſhua (di-. 


rected by the Spirit of God) called upon this People in our Text to 
take knouleripeof Remember then, 


1. What it is you have been doing this day. The making or rec- 
newing of Covenants ovght not.to bea raſh or precipitate att : a Cove- 
nanting People ought well and throughly to acquaint them(ſclyes with 

' wemme he 


— 


that beve renewed thiiy Content, » 


the matter and nature of their Covenant : it is good that you ſtould re- 
fie, and ask your own Souls, whatis it that we have been doirg ? the 
want of this will loſe you the benefit and fruit of all : review then every 
Circumftance of it, you have it ſun:marily here before 5cu. Know th 
That you have this daysby a new and voluntary a& choſen you the Lor 
to ſerve him: ard if you take this in picces you may ſcc what a great 
work you have done. Here are three things you have to nt. minate up» 
on, your a@, your object, and the end, 
1. Your a, you have choſen, and if ycu have inceed made this 
choice, then you have taſted & ſeen thatGod is good,yeaxtte beſt good. 
Choice is @ deliberate a, it is not a thing to be run upon baſtily and 
raſhly, but upon mature Confideration, he that Fath a choice to wake 
will Ponder the matter in his mind, firſt conſider before he ccncludes 3 
this ation of yours doth therefore carry init this profeſſion that you 
| havcentred into your hearts, & ſc riouſly thought of the buſineſs, yea, 
' _ Choiceisa ſegregating, and a diſ;unaive at, whercſocver there 
is a chufing, there is #lſo a refuſing, at leaft by conſequence ; ſor, to ren- 
der a thing capable of being choſen, it muſt be preſented and proflered 
with ſome. othcr thing ; there muſt be more thirgs then cne to make 
a cheice.out of, for the very a@ implyes divers obje&s, amongſt which 
one hath the preheminence, in our cſteem, and is therefore pitcht upon, 
in which very chuſing, the other are reſuſed. 1f then you have choſen 
God, ir it certain that you have renounced fin, and world, and all your 
vanityes, and have now openly acknowlecged that they are not your 
Gods, that you will never more place your dependance vpon them. 
you have choſen God; you have choſen him alone. it is this one God you 
have ſet your hearts vponyſa he-is propounded, Deut 6:4. T be Lord own 
God ts one Lord. God never 'acknowledged himſelf indeed choſen, by 
them who would have him in conjunQion with other things. Apain, 
Choiſe is a concluding a&, it argues that a man is come to a full and 
final determination x as long as the mind hangs in ſuſpence, and the re- 
ſolutions are warering therc is not choice, if then you have choſen the 
Lord, you are no longer halting berween two opinions, but are plumply 
come up to this reſolved conclution in which: y ou will reſt, the Lord be e 
God. Further, 
Choice isa judicious and voluntary aCt.it is the a of a cauſe byCoun «+ 
" ſel,atting I the diftares of right reaſon, and ſrecly reſting in 
the concluſion; if therefore you bav2 choſen'God, you have not been 
drawnto this a agyginſt your wills, aor againſt your rational jadge- 
mcy;, 
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6 | T be dnty of a People 
ment, but here is your free choice, and that upon a ſufficient difcovery 
of cheexcellency and ſuitableneſs of the obje& choſen; you can give a 
£001rcaſon for, and are not aſhamed to Rand by your EleRion: Rom. 1. 
16. Good anJevil, God and the world have been ſet before you, if you 
Tt ave choſen God, you approve him as he is propounded ; you have con- 
ſidered what it is that he requires of you, and you do approve of it, and 


Con v: anJ what it is hepromiteth, anJ it is well pleaſing to you : 
this is @ _ *3 choice : yet again, 
Choiſe 2. 'ving and contenting aQ, if a man may but have the 


liberty to enjo -»*n free EleQtion , he is well pleaſed, it gives him 
content, and if you bave indeed choſen God, your Souls are abuncant- 
ly _—_— in him, and you would not exchange him again for any o- 
ther being in Heavea or in Earth, P/al.73.25. you can let others enjoy 
their vanityes and not be envious at them, but-count your ſelves intnite- 
Iy more happy in your enjoyment of God. Moreover, 

Choice is an obliging a&. it layesa great force upon a man to retain 
and prize the thing which he hath choſen: for a man to alter his choice 
xhen it is fullv and determinatcly mace, condemns him of follv, blind- 
-hefs, and indiſcretion in the choile which he firſt made: the act it ſe 1f 
ſpeaks. either groſs ignorance, or haſty incogitancy ; and all this the tn - 
ncr is forced to confeſs when, once God opens his cyes, and lets him 
know what he hath done, till whenghe bleffeth himſelf in his wife choiſe, 
and condemns the People of God of imprucence, but now acknowuledg- 
cth that he was bruitiſh and ignorant , and had rated things , not ac- 
cording to their true value, but his own misguided and deluded appre- 
henſions; and hence it comes to pals that (or this is one reaſon »vhy) the 
wok of Converſion is ſo excceding difficult, becauſe proud man counts 
bis honour ingaged to ſtand to his choiſe and ſo, rather then confels 
himſelfa ol, will run thc hazard of cternal Damnation : Now if choiſe 
it felſbe ſo obliging, then a renewed chuſing of the ſame thing or an at- 
tcr aſſerting of a former choite, adds yer greater ſtrength to the Obli- 
gation. An! this is the very thing that you have been this Cay doing: 
you have formerly, a great whilc agoe, openly p- ofefſed that you mace 
Go71 your Choiſc, and renounced all things for him, this was a preat en- 
gagement, but what you have now orc, isa great deal more; That 
which you nov tell the worid, and declarc in tle preſence of Angels is, 
That after you hive hid the trial of Got fo many ycars, and have [:ad 
{q many occa'ions to inake proof of ltin?, you have found him ſ» goo, 
ſo gracious, fo givrious an one,and vou; tcives fo happy in volur cone, 


JMI 


that have rtuewted thiir Covenant. 7 
that you have had no cauſe all this while to repent of it,but having expe- 


'ricnced him every whit as good as his word, & far better then your nar- 


row thoughts & low hopes could have expeted,you are come to give 
publick Teſtimony to your full approbation of him after ſo long a time: 
thus did this Peop'e, they cuvenanted at Horeb.taking God at his word, 
and now they renew i, to teſtifie their ready acknowledgement of his fi- 
delity who had not let ene good word, in which he ſtood engaged, fall to 
the graund. Finally. 

oiſc is an a&t that puts an honour upon the thing choſen, and refleds 
difparagement upon the thing refuſed, and thus in this TranſaQion have 
you ſet the Crown on Gods head, and proteſſedly trampled upon all the 
dunghil vanityes of the world. | : 

2. You arc alſo to conſider of the objet of your choice, the Lord, 
Jehovah; and if you do ſeriouſly think who God is, it will yet further 
tell you what you have donein chuſing of him : [ ſhall only hint in ſome 
particulars, | 

You have chofen a holy God,this Joſhuah puts thefe in mind of,v, 19, 
and it is of ſolemn conlideration, he isa God that hates kn, that joaths 
the Throne of iniquity, that cannot endure any thing that is contrary to 
him, or gocs about any way to undermine his glory : if therefore you 
will have him for your God, you muſt renounce all your impure and un- 
holy wayes and words, and thoughts z you muſt teave off all filthineſs ci- 
ther of fleſh, or of Spirit. 

He is a jealous God. ibid. a God that tands upon his own glory, and 
willnot part with it, no graven image or Idol ſhal be ſharer or co-part- 
ner with him; you muſt therefore reſolve to be for him, and for no 0+ 
ther, if you reject not all for him, he will not accept you. 

He is a God that willby no means clear the guilty, Ex 34-7. thus in our 
Context, ver. 19420. if now you ſhall break Covenant and forſake him, & 
caſt offhis fear from you, he will write his diſpleaſure in your blood, 
thoſe that ſball thus be found guilty before him in the great day and 
not pardoned in Chrift, ſhall have no way for eſcape. 

He is an Almighty God, and if you provoke his anger, and ſtir up his 
Jealouſie, there is none in the world will ever be able to deliver you out 
of his hands, 4/1 N ations are ro him as the drop of a Bucket, lſai.40.15. 

He is an All.ſceing God, hs Eyes are a flame »f fire: you cannot lodge 
an Idol in your hearts, though it be in the moſt ſecret and retired room 
of it, but he will find it out 7-he will ſearch you with candles, will make a 


through tcarch, and you cafinnt avoid him, 
B Only 


d.. : The duty of « Prople : 

Only: here is your encuuragement, he is a gracious .and merciful: 
God roo, and therefore if through frailty or Temptation you ſhould at+ 
any time ſorget your {clies, and fail in the due performance of your du-. 
ty, ifthcn you co truly repent and ſeek his-face in Jeſus: Chriſt. by faith: 
in him, he will receive and Pardon you, there s forgroeneſs with bim rhad 
he may be feared, Pal. 1 30.4. But till, be ſure let the ſolemn conſidera - 
tion of his dread Majeſty, be a conſtant remembrance unto you, of the- 
inceffant and diligent care you ought to expreſs in holy encearours to. 
make good this choiſe of yours, which'you have made of him by Cove- 
nant, leſt you ſhould ſtir him up-againſt you, and turn that to your haruy. 
which might have been for your bencfit and good. 

3. The end of your choice. and that is to ſerve him: you have not- 
only choſen the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for your Saviour, and high Prieſt, to 
expiate the guilt of your ſins with his own blood, and to tand between 
vou and his Fathers wrath,and make atonement for you,though it would 
be (ad for you if it were not thus; but you haye choſen God alſo for your, 
King and Sovereign, to worſhip him and obey him, the. ſerving of him 
intends both, Know-thir, that you have engaged your ſel ves to do ſome- 
_ for God and to be guided in it by his will, & to that end you have 
wholly renounced your own wills and Juſts, that youu way be altogether 
at his command, and fully engaged in his ſervice : you are not therefore 
now to chuſe your own way, but he is to lay it out for you, you are not 
to be at your own diſpoſe, but he muſt diſpoſe of you, and you ſtand en« 
gaged to take all well, whatſoever it be that he ſhall call you unto, whe- 
ther it be aQtive or paſſive obedicnce: you are nowthercfore to Rudy the 
Lords will, to be frequent in the Scriptures, ſearching out the mind of 
God there, for your direQion; and co attend upon all dutyes, of pray- 
ing, bearing, reading, meditating, praQtiſing : you have now declared, 
and prc miſed that you will not riſc up againſt the command, nor call ir 
a hard ſaying, but will receive the word at the mouth of the Lord, and 
his Servants, and will do accordingly : that you will not murmure at,or 
riſe up againſt his providential diſpoſure of you, but if he afi& you, cut 
you ſhort, and carry you through divers tryals, and great exerciſes, you 
will ſubmit to his hand, and be content that he ſhall be your Leader, this 
Is it you have done, and you ought to carry it in remembrance, and ſtu-. 

Cy performance. 

2. Think how ftrong a Tye it is which you have bound your ſelvcs 
in4 All our covenantings with God carry along with them the nature 
agd force ofan Oath, and 8 Curſe ; and bere willde one wore great 

Evidence . 


LINAI 


' that have renewed their Covenant. > 


«evidence againſt you, ifaſter all this you ſhould depart away from Godz 
' by this very att you have put your ſelves into the quality of wi A 
' againſt your ſelves : This may ſecm to be a very ſtrange expreſſion;but 
.we muſt obſerve, that the meaning of it is not poſitive, but hypotheti-. 


cal, i.e. you are ſo, in caſe you ſhould now fall ſhort of your engage- 


. *merſt, We know that a mans hand and ſeal toa Covenant, doth him 
'no harm, if he mean honeſtly, anJ be faithful ro- perform it ; bur yet ir 


will be, in Courts of Juſtice, a ſelf evidence againſt a man, in caſe he 
ſhould afterwards prove ſalſe and break it. For a man aſter Vows to 


-forlake God, and turn out of the good way, this is a double iniquity : 


If ever God ſhould be fo provoked after this as to enter into Judge- 


"ment with you, and deal in utmoſt rigor and ſeverity, and make your 
Plagues great and tercible, this dayes work will vinſicate his cauſe, & 


declare him a'righteous God to the world : Your Profeſſions anJ Pro- 
teſtations will ſpeak terrible _ againſt you in the day of venzeance: 


Your Conſciences will give in evilence for God , and there will be na 


excuſe for you, yea this whole Aﬀſembly are witneſſes of what you have 
done, anJ this ſhould be a very ſolemnthought upon your hearts. 

O6j. But iſthe caſe ſtands thus, then we have brought our ſelves in- 
to a ſnare, anJ it would have been far better if we had never done this 

Anſ. 1t is very certain that every Ordinance of God doth a wicked 
man hurt, but yet it doth a godly man good. And know this affuredly, 
that if you vow without purpoſes to pay; if you come to Covenant with 
GoJ, and bring an Idol in your heart; if you promiſe raſhly and inde- 
liberately, and ponder not what it is you do, it would have been far bet- 
ter for you if you had not doe it: But yet conſider withal,that inasmuch 
25 it is one of thoſe wayes whereby God doth both engage, anJ alſo 
quicken his people to a faithful diſcharge of their duty, and conſidering 
alſo, that ſuch is our backwardneſs, deadnels, and proneneſs to forget 
the duty in which we tand engaged to God, and hereupon need all in- 
centives to it, it becomes not a ſnare, but a bleſſing to the people of 
God : we do all of us owe unto the Lord our hearts and lives, it is a Sa- 
crifice which is his duc; but ever when we come to bring and offer them 
up to him, they (like the Beaſts which of old were offered up in Sacri- 
fice) are ready to ftart anJ run away from the Altar, and muſt therefore 
be bound, if ever they be kept. Pſa/.118.27, Bund the Sacrifice to the 
horns of the Altar with Cords: now this covenanting is one of thoſe Cords 
wich which we bin1 our hearts to, an41 endeavour to keep them from 


ſtarting from the ſervice of God, -"_—_ by our profcſling our ſelves 
2 to 


1a The duty-of 4 People 


£20 be his People, we ftand in duty indiſpenſibly obliged : let none there- 
fore repent of their covenanting, but endeavour the improving it to high 
and holy ends : uſe it as a ſhield againſt Temptations and asa ſpur ta. 
duty When Satan, or any of his Inſtruments at any time ſeek to Oraw 
you aſide, and perſwade you to jeyne with them in any vain and ſinful 
deed, when they would have you to aſſociate your ſelves with them in 
their ſewd and finful pratices, call this day to remembrance, and ſay, 
ſhall I Co this thing, who have covenanted with God againſt it ? no, my 
word is paſt, yea [ have ſworn againſt this diſloyalty, 1 have choſen the 
Lord, and my hand is to it, I will not thereſore do this abominable thing 
which his Soul hateth. Thus alſo when you begin to flacken your hancis 
in duty, and are rcady to give way to torpid reglc&t, to leave off, or in- 
termit, or be any way flighty in the diſcharge of any part of Gods ſcr- 
vice , now rouze up your elves with the conſileration of this, {ay, as 
David did, thy vows are upon me, and ſhall I alter or go back from any 
part of that which I have bound my ſelfin to the Lord. Thus you have 
an excellent «ncloſure to keep you in from wagdring and ſtragling a«ay 
from God, you cannot poilibly goe aſtray, except you do break o: cr, 
o*® through the hedge of the Covenant, and an awful reclaimer it may 
be to you, when at any time you are broken out, ard gottenintothe 
world, and wandring among the vanityes and luſts of it, when the rc- 
grets anJ amazing refleions of your own Conſciences ſhall witnel: a- 
gainſt you, that you are Covenant breakers. You ſhall alſo have th s ad- 
vantage by it,that you ſhall have it as a perpetual monitor, gravely an4 
{crivully to adviſe you ef. and excite you to;your duty, if you co not wil- 
fully or carcleſly put it out of your mind. 

3. An] it is now high time that you doc ſolemnly fet your ſe!vcs to 
think what it is you have to doe : Covenants are not mcer for1al a d 
empty Profeſſions , but they oblige men to the performance of tome- 
thing. Aſſure your ſclves. that God expetts, and all that have ſecn or 
fhall hear of this dayes work, will expe that all chis acoc ſhould nt 
enl1infew words ; that you ſhould not be like the Nightingale, a voice 
and nothing elſe. It is true that every Chriſtian owes a life to be {pent 
for God, and in his fear and ſervice, and to neglect it will be great Sin; 
bur ſil, every Cegree of our Profeſlion muſt be anſixered with propor- | 
cionable fruits, or elſe it will be looked upon as no b*tter then an empty 
ſhew, or Phariſaical boaſt : If, when you have fo declared anc prote- 
ſte, you now fit ſtil and doe nothing, if all things be as they were, you 
will fall under that ſharp ceniturc which was given of 1{racl of old, //!. 
78.46, 37, T bey flatter'd him with their mouth, and lyea to kim Wuh ther 


thet bavi rinewedtheir Covtnal. 11 
fongits; for their heart was not right with bigs, neither weve they fed{aft 
in bis Covenant, Yea God himſelf will declare againft you, as he did a- 
gainft that bypocritical Generation, Iſa-29.13. This People bonowreth 
me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me. Expett that this 
will be the enquiry that every one will make from this day forward, 
What ſingular thing is it that this People doe ? What fruits and cffefts 
hath their Covenanting wrought upon them ? And if there be none, it 
will caſt a foul and infamous blot upon your Profeſlion. Now then up & 
be doing : Cate from this day a viſible and conſpicuous Reformation, 
which may be ſeen and taken notice of by all your obſervers; that thoſe 
who loveZion may rejoyce in, boaſt of you and the mouthes'of gain- 
ſayers may be ſtopped, and ſuch as mock at your holy Covenant may 
be put to ſilence. That which is now to be done, the Text commends 
to you under two Heads. 

rt. You muft put away the ſtrange gods that are among you. And 
Coe not think it ſtrange to be put ypon this duty : Idvlatry is a fin hard- 
ly kept out, and with great difficuky thruſt out of the Church : It might 
have ſeemed ſtrange, that Joſhuah ſhould give this in charge to the 
Tribes at this time, efpecially ſince he profefſeth Cap.23.8. That they 
had cleaved unto the Lord their God unto that day. But ſtill there will be 
ſome Idolatry in the beſt times, andin dhe pureſt Churches, And 
though I come not as an Accuſer, or have any thing to lay to your 
charge, yet it is good that every one ſcarch his own heart, and make 
through work, remewbring you are dealing with the heart ſearching 
God. And that there hath too much of ſpiritual ldolatry been found 
in theſe Churches, is no obſcure or unknown thing. 

There is the 1dol of Covetouſneſs, ſo branded by the word of God, 
Cel.3.5. ſo far prevailing, as to the thruſting out in part, if not altoge*» 
ther, religious Worſhip in many Families, cither turning Prayer quite 
out of doors, making them like heathen Familves, whole Charader is, 
that thy call not up»n the N ame of the Lord, or making mens Prayers {0 
formal and dead, as if indeed they prayed to a dead ICol, 

There is the Idol of Drunkennels , by too too many worſhipped to 
ſuch a degree, thar when they awake, they arc til with it, ani} makes 
them conſtantly offer up their morning Sacrifice to god B.icchus in a 
Orunken Drink Offering; and when (if men walked according to their 
Profeſſion) we might expett to find them, cither in their Cloſets pou- 
ring out their ſouls before God, and commending themclves to his 
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guidance for the day; or with their Families, praying down a blcfli 
upon them; we muſt look them up at ſom: Ale houſe, or Brandy-Sh 

at their Tipling Dcvotions: which unſuitableneſs an1 unſcaſonableneſs, 
though they ſhould nor drink themſelves down to a recling & tagger - 
ing about the Streets, will yet ba charged by God for the ſin of Drun- 
kennels. 

There is the [dol of Senſuality, when men wake their Belly their god, 
Phil. 3.19. When men indulge their appetites, and pamper a piece of 
—_ unto a neglett of God, an] unitting themſelves for his Service. 

h 


c [dol of Pride, cauſing many to go beyond their eſtate or degree 
cach one ftriving to ourdoe their neighbours in vanity. 


The 1dol of vain Curioſity, provoking men to leave the worſhip and 
waycs of Gods Inſtitution , and run giddily after new Doarincs and 
Teachers. Theſe and many others are apt to draw the hearts of men 
afterthem, and arego be put away. And if there be any of you that 
have harboured theſe or any the like ſtrange gods, its now your work 
and obligation reſolutely to put them away, to be aſhamed of them, & 
to ſay of them as Ephraim, Hoſ. 14.8. #hat have I to doe any more with 
Jaols? You mult bury them as Jacob did thoſe of his Family, when ke 
went to worſhip God at Bethel, and reſolve tu dig them up andworſhip 
them no more. If, after this day, anJ theſe Solemnityes, ſuch fins as 
thefe, wherever they have been entertained, be not reformed, and by 
cvery one carefully watched againſt, God will look upon himſelf to be 
contemned, and you muſt not think to eſcape his Judgements. 

2- You muſt now encline your hearts to the Lord God of Ifracl. The 
word [encline] ſignifies to bow or bend to a thing, as the labourer 
bends to his work, and it ſerves to expreſs induſtry and diligence it ſig- 
nifics alſo to ſpread abroad : tranſlated to ſtretch : Iſai.40.22, and it is 
the heart that muſt be thus engaged and extended, i. ce. the Soul and all 
its faculties, and it muſt be to the Lord, i. ec. to his ſervice. Therc is a 
great deal you have now to do for God, an1 you have poſlib!y been re- 
miſs, ſlack, weak in doing of it: now you muſt mend your pace, revive 
your induſtry, an1 whatſoever it is that your hand now finds to do, you 
muſt do it with your might : be ſure that your heart be in it, and then 
God willaccept it; nay let your heart be in it, and then be ſure it will 
not be dene negligently, although when you have done your beſt it will 
be done imperte&ly; weakneſſes and frailties muſt be expeed, whilcs 
we are ſabouring under the exerciſe andoppreſſion of a body of death - 
and a Paul himſclifalthough he had ſeen his own heavenly glory, yet the 


r cngtÞ 


that bave rewewed their Covenant, 13 


firength of this will not prevent, but Rillhe cannot do what he would 
only, here is our comfort, that a heart et for God, and a hand ſeriouſly 
imployed for him, is acceptable. he loves and will acknuwledge a willing 

mind, It may be there are ſome dutyes the praQtice whereof you have- 
quite loſt, through.remiſsneſs, and the prevalency of worldly temptati- 

ons, theſe are now to be revived and reſtored with utmoſt care and dili- 

gence, they have been tov long neglefed : other dutyes haveit may be 

been done perſundorily and to the halves, by reaſon of a Spirit offor- 
mality, theſe are to be quickned, and new life put into them. 

And now having obliged your ſelves under a ſacred tye to God, to the 
performance of ſuch things which you are nut able to perform, by an 
Arength of yours, but only by the Rtrength of grace; in hope of whic 
aſſiſtance you have thus engaged, it concerns you to be fortifying Faith in 


and minds you are but duft, will cover and paſs by your — 


ry, and your - 
everlaſting comfort, and the cdification of others; tbe —_— God * 
firengthen you with all might in the inner man the; you may be able to walk. 
worthyof the Lord unto all well pleafing, being fruitful in every good work) - 
and encreaſing in the knowledge of God, and ſo made meat tobe partakery of 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 


